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REJECTING GOD IS NON-KOSHER 
“The fool has said in his heart: 'There is no God’; they have dealt 
corruptly, they have done abominably; there is no one that does good.” 
(Psalms 14:1). Note that this is repeated again in Psalms 53:1. 
 
“And the Lord said unto Moses: 'How long will this people despise Me? 
And how long will they not believe in Me, for all the signs which I have 
wrought among them?’” (Numbers 14:11). 
 
“And you shall love the LORD thy God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). 

FOR EVERYTHING NON-KOSHER, A KOSHER ALTERNATIVE 
Yaltha (Rabbi Nahman’s wife) once said to Rabbi Nahman:  
 
“Observe, for everything that the Divine Law has forbidden us, it has 
permitted us an equivalent.  
 
[For example] it has forbidden us blood, but it has permitted us liver. It 
has forbidden us intercourse during menstruation, but it has permitted 
us the blood of purification. It has forbidden us the fat of cattle but it 
has permitted us the fat of wild beasts.” Talmud - Chullin 109b. 

BAAL SHEM TOV’S RESPONSE 
They asked the Baal Shem Tov, “The Talmud tells us that for everything 
G‑d forbade, He provided us something permissible of the same sort. If 
so, what did He permit that corresponds to the sin of heresy?” 
 
The Baal Shem Tov replied, “Acts of kindness.” 
 
Because when you see a person suffering, you don’t say, “G‑d runs the 
universe. G‑d will take care. G‑d knows what is best.” You do everything 
in your power to relieve that suffering as though there is no G‑d. You 
become a heretic in G‑d’s name. (Chabad.org, emphasis added). 

HERETICAL KINDESS 
We act as though God does not exist, not because we are atheists, but 
because we understand that God is without limitation, and to describe 
God is to put God in an unfair position.  
 
Ways in which we are heretical in God’s name through kindness are: 
giving charity (tzedakah), purchasing insurance or in other ways 
preparing for bad times, acts of loving kindness (gemilut chasadim) and 
tikkun olam (repairing the world). 

 


